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Uard Bertrand White & Case LLP 
Masson DavId Salans 
Menant Olivier Herbert Smith 

p.328) focuses on M&A, large contracts and competi­
tion litigation for French and international clients. 
On the IT front, the firm wins significant mandates. 
such as advising Veolia Environnement, the world 
leader in environmental services, on the implemen­
tation of its global AGORA project for the interna­

tio nal integration of SAP, with a total contract value 
of EUR300 million. The team has a strong outsourc­
ing practice and a good track record handling data 
privacy issues. where notable instructions include 
major work for a leading hotel chain. Remy Bricard 
(see p.329), who specialises in complex IT and tele­
coms contracts and litigation, is acknowledged as an 

important player in the sector. 

Bird & Bird AARPI 

322 

An authority i.n TMT, the firm enjoys a sterling rep­
utation in telecoms thanks to its particularly promi­
nent team. The lawyers, who act for major telecoms 

operators such as SFR and BT, have represented sev­
eral public authorities of late and were instructed by 
the Conseil general des Hauts-de-Seine to advise on 
the establishment of a high-speed telecoms network. 
The lawyers also act for international governments, 

such as advising the Republic of Tunisia on drafting a 
second wire line licence for next-generation services. 
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«The undisputed leader" in te lecoms, partner Active in both litigation and consultation, three part' 

Frederique Dupuis-Toubol focuses on regulatory, ners and 12 associates make up the TMT team an! 
competition and litigation issues. Clients extol her advise prominent clients from the media and ITs«' 
"dynamism, strategic approach mId reliability," The IT tors. The lawyers, who recently acted for Microste 

team comprises IS lawyers who undertake a signifi- on entertainment and copyrights matters, handk 
cant amount of contractual work, which is a core contentious cases involving software counterfei~ 
practice area of the "excellent and responsive" and assist many international clients with contract 
Stephane Lemarchand. In the past year, he advised issues. The team is also singled out for its strolt 

Mjchelin on a EURl billion global outsourcing agree- media practice, where highlights include ad~ 
ment with IBM. The firm has also developed its prominent clients such as DreamWorks, Twentktl 
Internet litigation practice, taking on a number of lia- Century Fox and Marathon on copyrights and too 
bility cases on behalf of major clients. Ariane Mole, mark infringement. The lawyers are additionallr 

an acclaimed data privacy expert, heads a specialist involved in production and pre-production deals and 
team of four who are fuUy dedicated to such issues. handle a regular flow of related litigation. "Dynmni. 
The firm's TMT team works hand in hand with the IP, commercial and talented," Louis De Gaulle is an IF 
public law and competition departments, and its 

clients include Google, YouTube, Capgemini and SFR. 

Carbonnier Lamaze Rasle & Associes 
The fIrm's IP, media and new technologies practice is 
well regarded, especially for its prowess in litigation. 

The lawyers work for TV and radio broadcasters, 
newspapers and publishing companies, and handle 
a fair share of copyright work. Michel Rasle (see 
p.34l ) is singled out as an excellent litigator, with 
clients such as Arte and RFI. 

Chemouli, Dauzier & Associes 
With a 12-strong team, this French boutique has a 
diverse media client base consisting of international 

companies and start-ups. The lawyers' broad skills 
encompass the film, television, radio, print media, 
advertising, sports and entertainment industries. 
Well known for representing Canal+. Pierre-Louis 
Dauzier is a highly respected lawyer and an excellent 
litigator. 

Clifford Chance Europe LLP 
See firm profi le p.1341 
While Marc d 'Haultfoeuille's departure from Clifford 
Chance has had an impact on this TMT practice, the 
department maintains an excellent reputation in the 

media sector. The whole team is involved in media 
work, often joining forces with the firm's IP and cor­
porate groups to offer clients a rounded service. For 

example, lawyers from across departments worked 
together to advise a European consortium on the 
acquisition of Endemol. The lawyers are also sought 
after for their expertise in sports law, a core practice 
area of partner Yves Wehrli (see p.34S), who is con· 
sidered «a leading figure in the field." The team acted 

for the French football league on the sale of media 
rights, while other clients include Rugby World Cup 
Ltd, the French football federation and France 
Galop, the governing body of horse- racing in France. 

On the regulatory front, the team advises Apple and 
NRJ Radio. Victoriano Melero (see p.338) is praised 
for his technical prowess and advises clients across the 
media, telecoms and IT fields . 

Dartevelle Benazeraf Merlet Dubest 
Dedicated to the printed media sector, this boutique 

firm is widely acclaimed for its leading work for book 
publishers and is the exclusive adviser to French pub­
lishing house Gallimard. The team includes the well­
respected Josee-Anne Benazeraf, whose visibility 

and expertise are highlighted by peers. 

De Gaulle Reurance & Associes 
The cornerstone of this full-service fIrm is its IP/ IT 
practice, which offers clients first -rate dual expertise. 

expert who specialises in sensitive litigation. Julia 
Horn is highly visible in copyright, trade mark aM 
motion picture litigation. while the "excellent MI 
hard-working" Frank Valentin continues to impres5 
clients with his expertise and reliability. 

Deprez Gulgnot & Associes 
Renowned in the market for representing French TI 
channel M6, Deprez Guignot & Associes has a well· 
established communication law practice and is also 

active in IP. advertising and unfair competitioo. 
"Dynamic and thorough," the lawyers act for brood­

casters~ advertising agencies and media producefl. 
Pierre Deprez has a good track record in litigatioD. 
with c1.ients commenting: "He's always on the bal/ani 
is extremely good with judges." He also has a well· 
regarded advertising law practice. Vincent FauchO\lI 
focuses o n Internet law and impresses clients withhl! 
"to-lhe-point mId intelligent work," 

Derriennic & Associes 
This "superb French outfit" specialises in IT. Intermt, 
telecoms. multinledia, IP and competition matten. 

The lawyers also receive warm market praise for their 
"great litigation skills"· and are noted for their ~ 
tance to both public sector clients and compan~ 
from the banking, insurance, tourism and media 5«. 

tors. The firm, which mainly acts for domestic clients, 
attracts key companies from the new informationand 
communication tecJmology fIeld. The team is expr­

rienced in contract drafting and negotiation and 

advises clients on all the regulatory aspects of IT. Jean· 
Noel Derriennic is the key contact. 

DLA Piper UK LLP 
See firm profile p.1349 
The recent hire of respected IT specialist Mart 
d'Haultfoeuille, formerly at Clifford Chance, Iw 
boosted DLA's TMT practice. A versatile lawyer, 
d'Haultfoeuille's "strong TMT experience arid techni· 
cal expertise" are major selling points. He covers (­

commerce, encryption and data protection issues, 
and is also sought after for outsourcing deals, assist· 
i.ng companies with their international outsourcing 
contracts in IT and telecoms. The firm already hoUl­

es Patrick Boiron. who heads the entertainmeru, 
media and commercial department. His "calm, dim! 
alld self-assured" approach is highly valued by 
clients. The team handles all aspects of the medii 
sector, from joint ventures to dispute resolution/and 
advises film producers, broadcasters. book publishtri 
and newspapers. Prominent clients include NBCaoo 
Sony Pictures Entertainment. 
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Bausquet Louis Bousquet 

'-'" Ene llamas 
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lind 2 

De GauBe Louis De Gaulle Fleurance & AssociCs 
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ValentIn Frank De Gaulle Fleurance & Associes 

JthisJcaI cxrJer witfW'l ead! band. Band 1 is the highest. 

Feral·SchuhljSainte Marie 
This "brilliant boutique" is seen as a reference point in 
the market for all IT work and is distinguished by its 
strong team of data privacy experts. The firm's core 
business is IT, where 15 dedicated lawyers tackle 
issues such as white-collar crime and cybercrime, 
trade mark law involving domain names, and securi­
ty matters involving e-signatures and encryption. 
The lawyers, who have further experience in the 
banking and aeronautic sectors, are also handling an 
increasing number of outsourcing de31s and repre­

senting software companies in counterfeiting and 
competition-related litigation. Christiane Feral­
Schuh! is praised for her t<respotJSiveness, creativity 
and unwaveritlg professionalism," while Bruno 
Gregoire Sainte Marie is applauded for his ability "to 
fillly understand the issues faced by his clients." 

Franklin 
See firm profile p.351 
This firm is a popular choice with international com­
panies and has become a market favourite for Franco­

lndian work. In response to increasing demand, the 
firm created an Indian desk two years ago, a strategy 
that has been strengthened with the hire of experi­

enced Indian attorney Prashant Mara in the Paris 
office. The fum also attracts a large number of 

Japanese companies and has recently been instructed 
by Hitachi and Toshiba to advise on contracts and 
encryption. The la'W)'ers work for sever31 leading 
software companies, providing assistance with advi­

sory, pre-litigation and contract-related matters. 
They also work extensively in telecoms - France 
Telecom is a long-standing client - and have a signif­

icant Internet-related client base. Clients here include 
eBay, which the team represents in data privacy issues. 
Bradley Joslove (see p.336) is well regarded for his 
"proactive and personable style." With a focus on out­
sourcing, this US-qualified la'W)'er is the firm's head of 
TMT and wins praise for his IT and telecoms expert­

ise . 

Glde Loyrette Nouel AARPI 
See firm profile p.352 
This French firm attracts a high-profile corporate 
finance client roster, comprising both domestic and 
international companies, and is esteemed for its "ver­
satile lawyers and breadth of understanding of TMT 
issues." Although the IT practice saw the departure of 
Gregoire Goussu to Proskauer Rose, the firm remains 
a "definite leader" in the media sector, where it has 

been handling a growing amount of film work, par­
ticularly involving production financing and distri­
bution. The lawyers were notably involved in the co­
production of the animated film ' Persepolis', which 

was part financed by an American distributor. 
"Multi-talented and determined," Olivier Cousi leads 

the I7-strong TMT team. He is renowned for his 
advice on IP and entertainment law and has a strong 
regulatory practice. lelecoms is another of Gidc's 
fortes, and Cousi is also active in this sector, assisting 

international and French telecoms operators wishing 
to develop their activities in Africa and Eastern 

Europe. 

Hogan & Hartson MNP 
See firm profile p.1353 
A leading media and telecoms firm, this outfit enjoys 
a fantastic reputation in the French market. "It com­
bines all the expertise and resources of a big firm with 
the personal attention you get at a niche operation," 
clients remark. The "efficient and no-nomense" 
lawyers work for ARCEP and BITP, the French and 

Belgian regulatory authorities, and advise global 
satellite operators on regulatory issues in France. 
They 31so have expertise in state aid, data privacy and 
copyrights and are distinguished by their "strong 
tratJSatla'ltic experience." Clients include MySpace. 
Winston Maxwell (see p.338) is the team's key name 
and is warmly recommended by clients for his dedi ­
cation, creativity and great contacts. He is also active 
in the media sector and works for film production 
companies and several US film stars. 

Hugot Avocats 
This young firm, acknowledged for its ''pleasant and 
resporlsive lawyers." provides litigation and advisory 
services to a mix of international and domestic 
clients. Proficient in IP, media and IT. the lawyers 

TMT France 

handle a large number of liability disputes for 
Internet companies and are 31so involved in more tra­

ditional litigation, including counterfeiting cases, on 
behalf of prominent French clients from the fashion 

industry. Jean-Philippe Hugot (see p.335) is a skilled 
Litigator and an expert in media and emerging tech­
nologies. He is v31ued for his "knowledge, flexibility 
and tailor-made advice." His brother and co-leader of 

the finn, Olivier Hugot, specialises in consultations 
and advice to international companies and is anoth­

er key contact. 

Kahn & Associes 
Founded 20 years ago, this French boutique focuses 
on IT and is hailed by clients as a "fabulous firm witll 
straightforward, responsive and dedicated IT experts." 
The growing team of seven IP and IT specialists 

handles pre-litigation and litigation, and contract 
negotiations and drafting. With a large international 
client roster, the firm represents equipment suppliers, 
software publishers and service providers. It also 
works for Internet and telecoms clients and has 
expertise in outsourcing deals. The la'W)'ers are addi­

tionally sought after by banks for e-signature and data 
privacy matters. Fabrice Perbost "assesses all the risks 
mld gives me all the opl'iolls to make an i'lformed deci­
sion. I rely on him totally," one client enthused. 
Daniel Kahn is the founder of the firm and a 

renowned corporate, M&A and technology law 

expert. 

Latham & Watkins LLP 
This versatile TMT team displays strengths on all 
fronts. It represents global and domestic c1ienls, and 
has a much-admired international focus and an 

"extellSive lmderstandillg of the sector," sources say. Its 
sterling media practice is headed by Patrick Dunaud 
and Emmanuel OraL The la'W)'ers' media expert.ise 
spans the film. television, radio and press sectors, 

and their first-rate client base includes Disney, TFI 
and Warner Bros. Praised for its "efficiency and 
respotlSiveness," the media team is invo lved in transac­
tion31 and litigation matters and shines in IP. The 

firm also enjoys a excellent reputation for its work in 
IT, where it advises financial companies, service 
providers, manufacturers and internation31 clients. 
Led by the "pragmatic arid dedicated" Laurent 
Szuskin, the IT group is adept at representing 
clients before the regulatory authorities in cases 
involving e-commerce and personal data, and it also 

handled several sophisticated outsourcing de31s in the 
past year. The "dynamic and bright" Christophe 
Clarenc is widely recognised for his outstanding 

expertise on the competition aspects of the telecoms 
market. He advises France Telecom on antitrust and 
regulatory issues and heads the firm's prominent tele­

coms practice. 

Nomos 
This impressive media firm is the undisputed leader 
in the music sector. The lawyers have an extensive 
knowledge of the industry, which enables them to 
"anticipate client queries and fill them itl on all the new 
issues in the field." The II-strong team is commend­
ed for its innovative solutions and acts for leading 

music and film production companies, radio and TV 
broadcasters, and prominent websites. The firm also 
has an IP focus and is able to handle litigation, con­
tract drafting and negotiations in the media sector. 
Eric Lauvaux is a "the go- to lawyer for alll11usic mall-
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